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THREE SCORE ABD THREE YEARS AGO our fathers brought 

forth in this town a new Library, coaceived in Liberty and dedicated 

to the proposition that all aen are created equal. Today, this 

equality of educatioul opportunity no longer exists. Why? BRIEFLY: 

l. We have no available space for book storage. 

2. There is ao adequate working space for the 
Library Staff. 

3. Our Reading Rooms caa no longer acconaodate the 
numbers of students and adults who need these services. 

4. There are no toilet facilities available. 

5. Iudequate exits restrict the use of the Second Floor. 

6. The Frost Library was designed for 6,000 people 
It now serves 20,000. 

• 

The men and women who have labored here have in their time 

seen the problems of the Library grow more acute with each passing year. 

We see the problems too, but in the C0111111ittee Report of March 19, 1956, 

the late Eugeae Whittier said it best "We conceive it to be the duty 

of the c0111BUnity to establish and maintain the highest possible 

standards in pursuance of the educational and cultural interests of 

each child, each youth, each adult It (The Library Program) 

constitutes a challenge to sober thought, careful planning aad positive 

actioa; not apathy, not postponeaeat, not neglect." 
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The proposed addition to the Winthrop Public Library 

will add 12.200 square feet to the 6,300 square feet D0W 

contained in the existing buidling. This together with the 

revision of the second floor of tbe present structure ( so 

that it will confor111 to the requirements of the Department 

of Public Safety and thus become available as a place of 

public assembly) will more than triple the efficiency aad 

functional qualities of the existiwt edifice. 

The architectural studies have made a very comprebeasive 

exploration of both the existing and new addition. As the 

sketches reveal, they together reflect the present day 

staadards recomaended for library planning. Readiag rooms. 

stack areas, control centers and the places for staff and 

maintenance have all been considered. 

The connectinR link betweea the old and new unit is 

expressed in a conservative manner and pennits abundant light 

to flow into the interior. However. great concern has been 

given to the architectural concept of the new additioa so that 

with the use of buff brick-similar fenestration and comparable 

roof lines• the total ensemble will be in complete bar•oay 

with the Town Hall and the entire Civic Center. 

,. "Y 

and W<lrthy 

opiaion, this additi.oa wil.l be a~ery nctJal 
land"8rk f~y. . 

_,._ ~ A ;1,.,..-...t_.. 

Arland A. Dtrla•, A.I.A. 
Architect 

It ta with the uaan:laous approval of the Board of 

Trustees and the Building Ccaaittee of the Wiathrop Public 

Library that the eocloaed plans •re offered to you aa 

bei~ the beat poa•ible solution of a complex progr•• of 

library aeeda for tbe To- of Wiathrop, and we feel that 

these plana when carried through to completion will gi•e 

Wiathrop a library to be proud of. Theae pl••• have beea 

carefully worked out to utilize the preaent ti.ilding to its 

fullest a aubstantial saving to the Town, plus aa additioa 

skillfully bleaded together to 9eet and fulfill the library 

needs of Winthrop for the aext fifty yeare. 
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