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Pulling Point and VicinitT in 1834, and Some Facts About the 

First Church Erected in that Year, Read at the Fiftieth Anniversary 

of the Dedication of the Winthrop Methodist Episcopal Church, 

Bovember, 16, 1884. 

Friends: 

Our Pastor (Rev . Seth c. Cary) this morning told the story of 
& 

our church's exist~ce during the past tift7 yeara. I shall 

attempt to give some facts about the little village and its 

neighbors at the time of the building of the first church in the 

territor7 now the town of Winthrop. 

Boston, in 1834, had been a city twelve yeara and had a 

population of seventy or eighty thousand souls. 

The year 1834 was an envent:ful one 1n the history of Boston 

and vicinity . 

The means of conveyance was by the old fashioned. stage coaches, 

and the directories and almanacs of that time contain lists of the 

many stages leaving the city tor all parts or New England. 

steam railroads bad been 1n operation 1n England tor several 

years , and, after much discussion and con,ideration, 1n the year 

1834 the rails of the then Boston and Worcester road were laid as 

far as Newton, and the regular paseenger service of the first 

railroad fro~ Boston began on the sixteenth ot May ot that year. 

Three trains were run each way dally . The trip of ten miles was 

made 1n about thirty-tour minutes and the fare was th1rt7-seven and 

one half cents. 

Zion•s Herald under date of November, 5th,1834 contained the 

following: 



"Dedication at Chelsea Point. 

w'l'he new Methodist Meeting House in Chelsea will be dedi­

cated on Wednesday 19th inst. Services to commence at one o 1clock 

P.11. 

"We congratulate our bret.bern upon the accomplishment ot their 

labors and prayers. They have at~ggled through ditticultiea with 

the most commendable perseverance. 

•May their house be the holy _place in which God shall appear 

in power, and scores be converted." 

Let us imagine ourselves 1n Boston at that time and from. 

there go down to Pu111ng Point, ~r Chelsea Point, as the present 

town ot Winthrop was then called. How shall ~ go? 1'hrough 

Noddles Island do you say? The East Boston Co. had obtained 

their charter but a year before, and at the end of 1833 but ·one 

house was on the island and only eight persona were living there. 

In 1834 a public sal~ ot land was held and the sum of $86.000 

netted. This was $6.000 more than the Coapany paid tor the whole 

island. The place grew rapidly, terries were eetabliahed, the 

suga~ refinery and the Maverick Bouse were built, but 1n 18M 

there was no bridge from No~lea Island to Breeds Ialand nor .from 

the latter to Pulling Point . 

Mr. Breed had built a bridge .trom the west side ot the 

island to Chelsea and the ministers and other.a used to cross it 

and come down to where the Main St. bridge now crossea _Belle Isle 

Inlet , and wait until some one came to~ them in a boat. 

We find that the stage which goes the nearest to the place 

1a the one to Lynn and Saugu.a which leavo1 9 Elm St. at 4!30 

each day, and passes through Chelsea village (now Revere). 
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We tinally conclude to make the journe7 in "a one hoes shay•, 

the popular conve7U1ce or that time, and 1n thia we leave Boston, 

paaaing through Charlestown and then across the long bridge to 

Chelsea. This bridge was built 1n 1803. 

By an act ot the Great and General Court, paaaed .Tanuar, 10th, 

17:S9, that part ot Boaton known as W1nn1sinmet Village, Rumney 

Karsh and Pullen Point. win consideration ot the fact that they 

had long aince built a meeting houae and supported the same,• 

be set off as a town to be lmown 'b'J the name ot Chelsea. 

'?he area included within the town at that time was what at 
. 

present constitutes the city o~ Chelsea, towns ot Revere and 

Winthrop and part ot the town ot Saugus. 

Arriving at W1nnis1mm1t Yfe find a rapidl7 growing settlement . 

Only three years bef'o•e the first house was built in the village, 

and the population of what now constitutes Chelsea consisted in 

1831 of about thirty, the whole town about seven hundred and 

sevent7-f'ive . 

Until 1831 the ferry from Chelsea to Boston consisted of' 

two small sail boats . In 1832 the new steam teffy-boats Boston 

and Chelsea were built and were the tirst boats of their kind 

1n Boston Harbor. 

In 1834 a charter was obtained for a bridge from Chelsea to 

Noddles Island, Bast Boston. the present Chelsea st . br idge . 

In 1832 John Low built the first store in Chelsea . The first 

school was built in 1833 . The First Baptist Church, the firat . , 

religious society at Ferry Village, was organized in 1836, and 

the first Methodist church 1n 1839. So we find at the time ot 

the dedication of our church Chelsea was without even a church 

organization. 

The first Sunday School in Chelsea was formed by a young 



woman who afterward removed here, joined this church, and who 

until called to her reward 1n 1881 was active in all good works. 

I ~eter to Mrs. William Belcher1 1lf'f Sabbath School teacher for 

aeveral years. I deem it a privilege to pay here a tribute to 

her consistent Christian character, to her useful life and the 

impression it made upon me. 

From the ferry we are driven over Salem turnpike to the 

ffCentre", as what ia now called Revere was sometimes called. Here 

we find some six hundred people, a school house, a ch~ch, ~•o 

or three s~ores where grooeri·ea and dry goods . are sold, and---tbis 

is hiatory, remember---alao alcoholic liquors. Here the town 

meetings are _held, aomet1mea in the church and at other• in the 

school house . 

Leaving the turnpike at Fenno's store we turn to the right, 

and going past the old Unitarian church and the old cemetery we 

strike the beach near where the Crescent Beach station now stands, 

and then along the beach north ot Beachmont across the Short 

Beach into what is now Winthrop . 

Winthrop 1n 1834. 

The only road considered public at this time was the one now 

known as Revere St . and ending at Mr. Eben Burr111 1s barn which 

was directly opposite thie church. And this as well as the pri­

vate ways, were crossed occaao1nally by gatea and bara, so that 

unless a boy or girl was found ready, for a consideration, to . 
open the bars for the traveller, he ~d to get out of his carri­

age and make a place to drive through. But the young people of 

that time, as some here can testify, kept a sharp look out tor 

carriages, and many a dime and shilling was obtained from some 



-
of the Bostonians who visited the place. 

Aa we reach the top of the hill now called Winthrop High­

land and look to the south we see all of the thirteen houses o~ 

Chelsea Point. Let me point them out and tell who lived in each 

ot them •• 

KAP HERE. 

Houses in 1834:. -
T.b.omas PlOJd----~T! P., wife and one chlld----------------------3 

David Ployd------D. F., wife, F,d:ward Flo~, Mary_ B., and Hannah 

l'loJd.-----~~---------------~-------------------5 .. . .. ~ -- . ~ -
Winthrop Bouse---D. F. ?r., w;~e, ~- -~• ~~-yd, John_Floyd, one _ 

ch114-~~~-------------------------------~-~--~~5 
Bill House-------Bill Tewksbury, wife Ann, John, Martha, lla.17, 

Berman-----------------------~-----~-----------, 
Pb.1ll1p _Tewksb~y, wife, B~cr, . ~omas, Phillip 

Abigail, Sarah, and Jobn-----------------------8 . ,, ,,,. . 
Samu.el Tewkabury-S~~l G., wife, A~st~ P.--------------------3 

Samuel Belcher---s. B., wife, George. o., Samuel, Kary, Caroline, 
" 

Frank~ Fred, Jane---~---------~----------------9 

Eben Burrill Rouse-Mrs. Burrill, Harriet, Susan, Sarah, Eben, 

Charles, Abigail, Bill, Kartha Ann-------------9 ( . . . ,. . . .. 
Wa8h1ngton Tewksbury-W. 'l'., w1f'e, Georg•. , L. C. , S. H. , Hannah 

B.------------------------------------------•--6 . . . 

Sarah FloJd.------Sarah F., Sally Ann, J'oaiah, Sam, Emeline, 

Suaan------------------------------------------6 - .. , , ~ 

Joaeph Belcher---Joseph B., wite, David, Thomas, James, John, , 

William, Warren, Bancy-------------------------9 .. , - . 
Joseph Burrill---J. B., wif'e, Joseph, Stephen, Samuel, Alf'red, 

Mary-------------------------------------------7 



Henry Tewksbu.Y7--~--H. 'f._, wUe, Henry, Susan, Eliaa---------5 

William Walea------Wil11~ Wale~, wife, Will1Ul, John, Hat 

Suaan, Sarah, Rannab--------------------8 
, . . 

John Sargent Tewkabur,-J. s., wife, Jamee--------------------3 

Point ~i~l•f, 6 Bouaea 

John w. !ewkabuey---J._W. T., wife, Lucretia, Charles s., 

Caroline Eliaabeth--------------------6 . .. . . .. 

Andrew Tewkabuey---A. T., wife, Gerry------------------3 . - . 
Alpheus WJ1118ll (Captain WJlll&D.)-A. W,man, wi:fe, J~, ~~ro~e, 

George, Eliza, Mary Emeline••••••-----~--~8 

William Tewksbury (Captain B~~)-W1~11am T., -~re----·---~---2 

Jla.rtin ~kabu17----Jlartin ~•, wife, one ohild--------------s 
- . - . ,,, 

William L. Battis---•• L. B., ~1te, .w1;11~, Martin, ~tie, 

Jos1ah--------------------~--------~--~----e 
Benj . Wheeler (brick Houae)-B. w., .~1te, . ~•ey~ Oeo~ge, _Fr~. 

Theadore--------------~---~---~---~------~6 . . . . .. 

Samuel B. ~ewkabuey-S. B. T., wife, one child---------------8 

The whole valuation ot Chelsea Point and Point Shirley in 
- ~ - • J 

1834 was not more than t4,o,ooo, $30,000 real .and $10,000 

p•raonal. The rate ot t.xatlon was about $5.40 on $1,000, 

poll tax tl.40 . The whole amount or tax wu abp~t t250.00. 

'lhe number ot resident land owners was twenty-one. non-residents 

au. Nine ot the taxpayer• owned the whole or a part of a 

lighter . These lighters were small sloops used in treighting 

paving gravel from the islands and trom Point Shirley to the 

City ot Boaton. 
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Most ot the men cultivated more or less land. The Winthrop 

farm, t'h!p conaiat1ng ot 212 acres, was carried on by David 

Floyd. At Point Sh~r~ey were the salt works of the late John w. 
Tewkabury. About eight horses and twelve yoke ot oxen and 

perhaps two hundred sheep were then kept in Pu.1len Point and 

Feint 8h1rley. Many ot the houses contained a spinning wheel, 

and the wool after being sent otf to be carded was brought back 

and made into yarn. But little fruit was then raised here. 

The houses were al1 provided with open fireplaces and brick . . 
ovens. The f~rst stove was in Mr. Joseph Belcher's house, ab~ut 

1830. They were not generally used until several years later. 

The farm products were sold in Boston and were carried 

there by boats or by team through Chelsea and Charlestown. 

Every house contained at least one flint lock gun and thousand• 

of marsh bit'ds and water fowl were annually shot and sold. 

The candles (sometimes home made) and the lamps in which whale 

oil was burnt, were always extinguished by nine ~•clock in the . -

evening. The few letters which came to _the people were brought 

down from Boston by .a man on horse back. Zion's Herald, about 

the only paper then taken here, was left in Boston at a store 

and the papers were called for each week by some one from the 

SCHOOLS. 

Towns were empowered to divide into school dlstricta, and 

these districts raised money for the erection and N119&irs ot 

school houses. 

In 1833 the town of Chelsea was divided into three districts: 

the Ferry district, comprising all of what is at present Chelsea; 
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Center district, what is now Revere; and Point di&~ict, what is 

now Winthrop. 

In 1834, the year ot the church building, an additional 

district was made by setting ott Pt. Shirley from the Point 

district, and a school house was built there the same year. 

The schools were for many years in private houses. In 1805 

the first school house was built here, and it was in this 

building, which stood just south or the Town hall, that the first 

preaching service was conducted in 1817. The old school house 

was not more than twenty-five feet square. The chimney and stove 

were in the center or the room, the teacher's desk on one side, 

and on the other three aides either two or three long benches 

with forms in front of them. Here a school was kept four or 

tive months in the year at an expense or about $100. When the 

teacher "boarded round" he was paid sometimes not more than $2 

per week. (Thia at Pt . Shirley. ) The old school house was the 

scene ot the district school meetings, of the preaching service 

on the Sabbath and the Sunday School, of the week evening prayer 

meetings, ot the singing school , of the meetings of the Chelsea 

point &ridge Corporation, and of the te•perance society. 

(See origln'al waruant for District Keetinga . ) 

One ot the features of those days was the annual election by 

the town or certain men known as tithing men, whose duty it was 

to see that all persons should be at meeting on the Sabbath, or, 

at least , all persons were not to be found on the roads, wither 

on foot or riding, unless they could offer, as an excuse, that 

they were out on charity or tor a doctor. Tithing men were 

elected in Chelsea as late as 1834. 



Query. Did the building of a church at the Point 1n that 

year seem to th~ good people to do away with the necessity of 

longer continuing ~he custom? 

Another query. How many t1t>dng me1;1 would it now take on 

a pleasant summer Sunday to see that all the people along the 
' 

Winthrop and Revere Beaches were ~eying the law? 

'l'hird query. What is the church and State of to-day 801ng to 

do about it? 

I have thus attempted to give ~ome idea ot the place and 

its aurroundinga 50 years ago next Wednesday, when a church waa 

dedicated. to the service of God. 

There are at present thirty Methodist chur~es in Suffolk 

County. Of these, Bennet Street, toNally Methodist Alley, was 

organized in 1792, Bromfield Street in 1806, the church at 

Dorchester in 1817 and our church in 1818. 'l'he Trinity church 

1~ Charlestown was also organized in 1818, and the Revere Street 

church tor colored people was organised 1n 1826. Rev. Samuel 

Snowden was tor twenty-five ye~rs pastor of the le.t ftamed. The 

People's Church, then Chur,ch street, was organized in l834i Our 

church, then, was the fourth organized and the sixth to have a 

meeting house of all the Methodist churches now in the county. 

The question doubtless occurs to you as it did to me, What 

incited the handful ot people then here to build a church? There 

were but few more houses then in 1818 when the church was 

organised . The church records do not apeak of any increased 

interest . Something happened in 1832 thet explains it Qll-­

happened did I aay--I recall the word. It was not by chance 
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that in 1832 a revival swept through the place. It was the 

usual result of prayer and labors of the preceding years. 

(Read artical in N. E. Christian Herald for 1832.) 

Building the Church etc. 

At the first meeting or the society, after the reception or 

members, mentioned in the Christian Hera~d, the "following buainess 

was transacted, as appears by the original r~cord. 

(See manuscript, warrant and record.) 

The first mention of building a church in the records is in 

a warrant issued December fourteenth, 1833, calling a meeting 

of the "members of the Methodist Society in Chelsea qualified to 

vote in the Town affairs to meet at the Point District School 

House on Monday the 23rd of December at six o'clock P. M. to act 

on the following articles: 

"First:-To choose a Moderator. Second:-To see if the Society 

with the advice of others will build a house for Public Worship, 

and if so to see in what manner the Society will raise mone7 

tor that purpose and act thereon as they may think proper." 

Some here remember, and we can all imagine, the sensation 

created by the posting of this notice. How the matter was talked 

over as the people met during the ten days intel'!ening between 

the time of the call and the evening of the 23rd. With what 

solemnity did the "male members" meet and consider the matter in 

the old school house. The record 1s as tollows:-

"Chelsea, December 11th, 1833, 

uAt a legal meeting of the members ot the Methodist Society 

held at the Point School House the following business was acted 

on:-
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flFirat:-Joaeph Burrill chosen Moderator; 
nsecond:-Voted build a house for public worship; 
~rd:-Voted that the house be thirty by th1rt7-four feet; 
-Voted that the house be a suitable hight to be convenient; 
•voted that money be subscribed to wards Building; 
•voted that a committee be chosen to present the subscription 

paper to all they tb!nk proper. 

"Edward Floyd ) 
"Joseph Burrell ) 
"Joaeph Belcher ) Committee 
"Joseph Belcher 2nd ) 
"David Belcher ) 

The committee began their work immediately, as the original 
subscription paper is dated the same day of the meeting. The 
heading is in the band of the master, Frederick William AgUstus 
stuben Brown, a school teacher of that day. 

IL 

The subscribers to this paper all lived in what is now 
Winthrop. We find another paper which was circul.ated 1n the other 
part of the town, now Revere. The heading is a copy of the other 
and underneath is written: (see manuscript) 

The subscriptions on the fi~st paper amount to $505, on the 
second to $24; total of $529. In the warrant tor the annual meeting 
held on the tenth day of March, 1834, were the following articles: 

"Art. 8:- To choose a Build1ng Committee to purchase materials 
and superintend the building a house for public worship fOJ! the 
said Methodist Society 1n Chelsea. 

•.1rt. 9:•To choose a treasurer to receive the Building Fund. 
11A,rt. 10:-Nominate a suitable number of persons for trustees." 
Under the articlos the following action was taken: 
•Art. 8:-Joseph Belcher) 

Joseph Burrell) 
Edward Floyd )Building Committee 

"Art. 9:-Joseph Belcher was closen building treasurer 
"Voted, that the said society authorize the building committee 

to hire money to finish the house tor public worship. 
"The tollowin,g were elected trustees: 

Bill Tewksbury David Belcher 
Joseph Belcher John Floyd, 2nd 
Joseph Burrill James M. Belcher 
Edward Floyd 

(Only the last named, Mr. James M. Belcher is now living.) 
~Voted, that the building committee build with such materials 

as they think proper for underpinning etc. 
•voted that the committee connnence building as soon as is 

consistent." 
The lumber used in the building was landed in a vessel at 

what is now Sunnyside. The stone steps came tron the State Prison. 
All that the records contain concerning the building and dedication 
is as follows: 



•May 8th commenced work on the Meeting House; David Belcher 
architect. July 2nd the house was raised. November 19th 
dedicated by Rev. Dan1e1 Fillmore." 

No written or printed account or the dedication has come 
down to us. Many remember something about it. The church was 
well filled. The singing was bJ a choir who occupied the little 
gallery under which one passed 1n entering the church. The 
instrumental music consisted o~ a flute, a •iolin and bass viol. 
In those times it was considered aueh a privilege to play in 
church that the society selected by vote the three or four persons 
who should take turn in playing the double bass during the 7ear. 

Rev. Mr. Fillmore•s text was from :Matthew XVI--18: "9».ou 
art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it." It is remembered 
that two preachers from Saugus were present, Benjamin F. Ne111hall 
and E. w. Stickney. 

IJ 

At a meeting or the society held November 10th before the 
dedication a committee, consisting of John Floyd, David FloJ'l. Jr., 
and David Belcher, were chosen to appraise each pew. on the 26th 
of November, the twenty-£our pews having been appraised at prices 
varying from th1rt7 to forty-five dollars each, seventeen or them 
were sold at auction, Edward Floyd acting as auctioneer. The 
seventeen were valued at $690. Choice money varying tram $1 to 
$9 was paid, amounting to $59.00, making a total of $749, and 
learing pews valued at $270 in the hands or the trustees. 

At the next annual meeting 1n March, 1835, Mr. Joseph Belcher 
was authorized "to give Bills of sale tor what pews have been I,,;"' 
sold or may be the ensueing year.--" (see c;wiginal) At this 
meeting sextons were chosen for the first time. "John Floyd 
chosen first sexton, T. J. Belcher chosen second sexton." 

Twice the old church was on fire, but both tin(es was saved 
f~om destruction with but a little loss. The church was used 
until 1858, when the houses in the town numbered about ninety 
and the congregation filled the builcliag. The Town Hall having 
just been built, it was hired for chveh services until 1862, 
when the old church was enlarged by building an addition ot 
twenty feet and substituting settees for the old pewe. Again in 
1871, the number of houses having increased to one hundred and 
nineteen, the present church was built and dedicated. 

Comparisons. 
we have shown that the town and State tax was $5.40 on each 

$1 , 000 Taluation in 1834. The amount paid the same year for the 
new church, ir it has been assessed on all the property or 
Pulling Point and Point Shirley, would have been $20.00 on each 
$1,000. But those who paid for the church represented only about 
one- third of the property of the town, thus making $60.00 on 
each $].,000 the amount paid by the subscribers taken as a whole. 
But it we take individual cases we shall find that the percentage 
was often larger than this. some men who owned no real estate, 
and the value of whose other possessions was not more than 1200, 



gave $25 or $40 toward the erection of the church. To-day we 
raise for town and State taxes $22,000, $11,000 of this paid by 
residents. Should the residents pay towards church building 
in the same proportion as did the peo_ple of 1834 the amount 
would be $40,'700 yearly. 

The church expenses, including the preacher•s salary, was 
some years not more than tlOO. You may think this not a burden. 
rt the permanent residents paid in the same proportion now, 
$5,000 would be the amount raised annually for the support ot the 
two churches in Winthrop. • 

Of the twenty-nine persons who contributed towards building 
the old ohurch but five are now living, and many others who 1n 
later times stood firmly for God and the right have gone from 
earth forever. It is fitting that we should honor their memory. 
AS we have heard their names spoken to-day we have for a 1110D18nt 
wished the old times back that we might see the old faces and 
exchange greeting with departed friends. we feel our unworthiness 
ae • think ot their l~ves and or God's goodness to us. we know 
that the future ha.a reeponsibilities for all of us. Let us meet 
them with courage, and .ai.ot forgetting the past say with Whittier: 

"Hencef'orth Jiry' heart shall sigh no more 
For olden time and holier shoreJ 

God•s love and blessing then and there, 
And now, and here, and everywhere." 
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